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issoula # 2 wiklorness oen. Trnd
M south down Highway 93 and the

speawling Biticrrooi-Sclogy Wilder-
ness streeches o the west Head noeth and the
Sapegmat. Bob Marshall, Grear Bear Cabinet
Mountains ad Mision Mountues wildermess
arvas offer a likctime of sobeode and escape
The Anaconda-Pintler and Welcome Creck
wilderness arcas can be found southeast of
town. You can loeradly wke a bus from the
Hip Serlp o withen a2 few miles of cthe
Ranlesnake Wildemess. I you like explocing hig
open spaces oo oot or hoeserack. Missoula &
YORT KW,

Coogress passed the Wilderness Aot in
1964, which seade 2004 the golden anniversary
ol the andmark oserancn w | eaniod ©
lind a way v cokbeae and an excuse (o
eyploer, so on & blusicry lae November day
2013 while explocing the Bear Trap Canyon
Wildermess Arva morth of Eomes, | st 2 goal 1o
gt o 2 widerness arva once 2 moedh for the
entirety of 2014,

I expenenced some dncredible places: six
days hiking and packrafueg chrough the Bob
Masshall, Labor Day weckend in Idaho s sun-
ning Sawtceth Mountains, an Apnl visit 10 2 bar-
rice idand off the southera coast of Georgia. |
oalked theough milkes of heargeass aod mead.
ows of eainhow wildilowers. climbed past
dpine lakes shismering rencath craggy moun-
@in praks and oaiched wild bhorses and
srmadidlos wander Bencath canopacs of amcient
live vak trees dripping with Spassh moss

But ofall these, the quict momenis bheoncath
the chaky winter sky in Missoula's backyard

&  Montana Headwall Winter 2016

wilkdcrneases peoved the most momoeatic, In
the thram of & busy M, | couldn's simply bl
ofl toe 3 full weckend of exploration or ke 3
bfe-list vacavon wach meodh. So | ook full
adhvamtage of Missoula's grography. These win-
ver adventeres stared am hour o so from town,
Backoouwntry skis and skins were the ooly weh-
okl pleces of gear | esed. Basc wioner ravel
skills, 2 smidge of creativity and 2 commitmene
o try are all che other twols you'd oced w0
explore Missoulx's nearby wilderness areas for
yoursell this aioger.

January: A day a1 the lake

Gray dowds covered che sky in 2 thick
smear of moisiuee. A threeovekdong highpres.
sure system bad finally moved ca Low douds
Exzily spic snomflakes a8 1 sopped (o Guch my
bevath w the silenl cxpanse,

Nothing moved excepd my dog (rolling
ahead on (he teozen surbace of Lindboegh Lake
The snow-vovered e stretched 5 miles into the
deance, flr and satic. Hoardaden cowon-
woods, ponderosas and larch rose from the
banks. ghasly against the dark flanks of the
Mission Mouncains rising into the sky. | pulled
at the zipper on my |acket 20d resumed gliding
acrass the lake.

Cross<ountry sking across 2 frocen lake Is
cemarkanly casy. There are oo daner places w0
schuss io che entire staie; beok, there're no tla.
e places o0 ski dn the entiee aoedd. But ohen
you leave tha frozen case and head ineo the
woods, skinny skis bocome hatehioes

The Mission Mounipes Wildcrness begins
atthe southern edge of Lindbergh Lake. My geal

was Crystal Lake, anodher couple of miles up
through the trees Joy, hard-packed soow and
deese forest made “skiing” impossinke, but |
herringbooed, peled and dawed my way a mik
and 2 half chrowgh the thk forest coward
Crysaal Lake. Afeer an hour or so of regretung
thaz | didn 't pack soowshoes, | paused for some
lunch and decided w0 i hack arcvnd.

Foe the recam | shipped out of che ooeds
and gingerly swdlled jumped and scooted
aoog x0d oo wp of the Soan River. The Swan
s o amous (oe s ahigeamiee. bt here i
s 3 shallow, seeandering stecam . A e sqme,
| had o desire (o got wet, 8o T saned Gaulious-
Iy, scooching from plow to pillow, koping thal
none woulkd collipse under my weight and send
me neo the figid waser It was exhularating and
atouch frigheenimg. A wet foot wasa't the end of
the workd, but | sedl had miles to ki before hit-
ting the car

The small kmce of anxiety disappeared as |
ghded back coeo the lake. Pausing coe last ume,
| ahsorbed the sullness. Mostof Mooncaana s hakes
are crazy busy in the summer as wake boarders
and jee skiers 2ip past fisheemen and amilies on
pontooca boats. Couney music xnd dassic eock
hlast from shore 10 shoee. Siv meoghs trom thar
bie fanuary Sunday. Lindhergh aowdd he ne
different. But foe che momene, it oas peecisely
the pppese—silont, emply ad mine alone (0
oy

Febreary: A Sousand vertical feet of powder
W enlled ineo che familiae packing lon an the

rase of the Banlessake Natoeal Recreation

Area w T am. The carly dawn Light peovided



eoouzh visbdity for Ted. Adam aod me 0o pack

ur gear xod click inwe our skis We skinned up
the main coendor as the shadowes lified. Fous
mikes laer o carned ol the wrail ap the Pikhee
Creek drainage headed o the southezsiom
rdge ol the Stuan Peak mas<t and the buent
lorest cha neckoned with 2 thowsand vertical
el wrewdor

Wmmnuies, we loumd oursohos in 2 nar-

row deainaer . stuck |7|lll‘ Sks ol we dam-
ied up the small 000 our nghl, anmaoes
gn shopr above and convee <limbing
Foety minuees bater, we kicked back weo our shs
and scarted climbing m camest. It was going 1w

cd, the weather detenocased

Patchy sen gove way 1w blustery dowds and che

o R
thick grav sky that dominates western  SREREEES e S
? : & &
N . ¥ 2T
Montana's winter days. Minwtes wened 1w - S Y
oy Cate O b 4
-t -

hours. We kepe dimbing a5 the snow desrics
v » ! 1 L % %
hegan. Finadly. seven houes alier we saned We ey ont of time. Paper boundaries mean  ewo hours biter, We seill had 2 4-mile shog back

! ‘ he wid < haundas . " ‘
reached the ridge. The wilde eness boundary by noching wo the physical realives of the land My 0 the e More imporandy, oven afier cight

just 2 hy le tanther up the winding eidge persoml challenge of actually reaching the  Bours of movement. 1'd wome wp 2 halfmile

Suart Paak bomed farther still. We pauscd  wsiderness meant liethe 0o Ted and Adam, sowe  shoet Falere. [d vigher have 1o find anodher

belwed 3 roch RraD 2 bile in the afipping palied the shes off our sks and dropped I opportunity so check Febeuary off my list or my

wind the burat focest that tell from the ridge ol peoject would be over In the second
hespile our prasimily @0 the boundary €= peganainiment wened immediately w the i noath

ey the “wilderess® from the “orest.” | ole vy of powder wens Hut | smiled 20d whooped with Ted and

koew my plan was foiled. W were tired and I oxs cuosag aben o hit the man eail  Adam aoyewy. 1 el content and peond. As ae

Looking forward to skiing, but not your ski boots?
» Expert Bootfitting + Sports Orthotics + Boot Heaters
Intuition Liners » Custom Made Ski Boots

This season reject the notion your boots need to be cold and painful in order to perform.
Put the fun back into winter sports and perform your best in warmth and comfort, Sport-
Soles specializes in fitting Alpine and Nordic Ski Bools, Snowboard Boots. and Skates
for enthusiasats of all ability levels. Get started with a FREE consultation with one of our
Cartified Master Bootfitters. Call today for an appointment or visit SportSoles.com

855-SNOW-911

DaIEBaat (toll free 855.766:9911)

204 W, Spruce St. Missoula 59802
www.SportSoles.com

SKI BOOTS infoSsportsoles.com
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shultled cwr heavy backcountey gear
dosn the trall, deawing cunious books
trom the few cross countryskiers
heaving the oot soggy weacher che
old apbhorise about the jourmey
heiog moee impoaant than the desti-
nation echoed cheowgh my mind
Never had | lowsd o more e

March: Casling through graupel

Melting  snow Cleaved  the
beown groel road The ewts looked
oo 1l lor my Sefary Impeeza so |
parked and started jogging with my
dog up Rock Creek Road woward the
suspeesion badge crossng Rodk
Creek and leadmog ineo the Welcome
Creck Wilderness. Two miles later,
we scurned across the badge and
ineo wilderoess. The wral wound
through the dense focese, past
Dowglas lie srees aod snowherey hushes, cheir
plump white berries still cdinging  Hright
hugsts of orange lichea popped on the cold
gray eocks tha tanked the crail. The jangle ot
the dog s collar and my foorsicps Broke the
siillene 55

Soon, the patdhy soow lining the tral (-
lesced into peogress-presenting depths Cold
thurks of rotien soow slipped past my s
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and mto my booes. The hushed forest seemed
cene. wo quiet. | started Jooking up the scree
tickds foe the dusky brown outline of 2 mown:
tain bhoa, aware thas my fears were complesely
unfounded, but seduced by them regandless
I poscholed soother hall bowe throagh the
decpening lauespring snowpack

1 bad Bought my lishing license s some
stecameors poior 10 heading out of eown, so hav-
ing successtolly icked off my Masch goal |

&

ropd

headed rack v the car aod the <old
chear waters of Rk Ceeek 1 spent a
couple of hours working Rock Ceeek in
a lugile eltoet o carch teour The sky
spal gravpel and the wind (rustrated
my abrcady bmited casoey ability 1d
mever lished in March Betore. and
despite the wnd the precipaation and
the lack of fudr | found myself grinning
s | pecled out of my wadees and slid
weo the ar

In truth. my wmter wilderocss
aempes weren't that mmpecssive The
cadre of hardoore advortorers aho e
in Missoula oould have casdy acoom.
plished moch oooler objectives. [ harcly
oven made & imo two of the wikderness
arcas | had sct out 1o exphore and Galded
o reach che thrd. Bex that wasnt really
the point. My objrcives weee moee Huid
and opon dhan smply crossing bound-
ancs o summiting peaks. 1ve backooun-
wy skied in the SclwayBamernone Wikderness
plenty of simes bedore, but I'd never heen 1w
Lindbergh Lake, never backoowseryskied in the
Rutlesmake, never fished foe wout 0 March
soowsooemn. My wildermness project gave me 2 rea-
won (o explore samewhiere new, 1o oy somedueg
dtcrent Bt more lnplﬂ.“lll’y g me an
cwse 10 Ret out overy month, and soemctizcs
an excuse is all or ceally need.




